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From the Principal… 

 
 
Kia ora Whānau.  
 
Ka nui te mihi ki a koutou - greetings to you all. 
 
It is now less than a week until the end of term. It has certainly been an 
interesting one, with many of our families dealing with the presence of Covid. 
The impacts have been noticeable at school too, with various levels of 
absences in classes and our ability to cover staff who are away being 
stretched. Hopefully next term there will be a return to some sort of normality. 
As we continue at the Red level, the current Covid protocols will remain in 
place until the end of this term. An assessment of where we are placed will be 
made towards the end of the term break and will be based on current 
information and recommendations at that time. Last week I emailed parents 
about changes to student year group interaction at  break time, which came 
into effect last Thursday.  
 
Each year we select up to four Year 6 students in each Whānau Group to be 
our Whānau Group Leaders. This is the fifth year we have done this, having 
started in 2018. Interested students have applied to be a Whānau Group 
Leader with the following being selected for 2022. Congratulations to all 
students who put their names forward for consideration.  



 
 
 

Whero - Sam, Macaulay, Adele, Shantelle P 
Kakariki - Justina, Tyla, Charlotte, Alex 

Kahurangi - Macy, Finn, Amalie, Damon 
Kowhai - Myra, Eve, Ollie C, Paris 

 
In late February I wrote about a vacancy on the School Board. The Board 
elected to fill this vacancy by selection. As there was no communication 
received from eligible voters by 25 March and the 10% threshold for a by-
election wasn’t reached, we can now announce that Alicia Pridham has been 
selected as a new Board member. Her term will run through until the triennial 
elections in September this year. Congratulations to Alicia - we look forward to 
having her on the Board.  
 
This year is the School Board election year throughout the country. If you would 
like to know more about the workings of the Board, or attend a future meeting, 
please get in touch with: Justin O’Brien, Presiding Member (Chair) - 027 434 
9272 / jbobrien@xtra.co.nz and / or Andrew Leverton, Principal - 693 8208 / 
principal@geraldine.school.nz . 
 
The Home and school group have their AGM on Monday 11 April, 7pm in the 
staffroom.  All new and existing members are most welcome to attend and 
learn more about the wonderful work does to support the school and our 
tamariki. 
   
We regularly hear about the achievements of our students in their out of school 
activities. We would like to be able to further recognise these achievements in 
our newsletters and / or on our school Facebook page. If your child or a GPS 
student you know of has done well in an out of school pursuit, please let us 



know! A written explanation of their achievement, along with a photo would 
be appreciated. Please send details to me - principal@geraldine.school.nz . 
 
This will be the last scheduled newsletter for the term. The staff and I thank you 
for your support over the past term - it is much appreciated. I wish our school 
whānau all the best for the remainder of the term and a safe, enjoyable and 
refreshing term break.  
 
Haere ora, Haere pai - Go with wellness, Go with care. 
 
 
Andrew Leverton 
Principal / Tumuaki 
 
 
School Notices 
 
Covid Protocols 

• If someone becomes a confirmed COVID-19 case, then that case and all other 
people in their household must isolate for seven days. 

• If someone else in the household then tests positive for COVID-19 during those 
seven days: 

o the isolation period for that person only re-sets – that person must 
isolate for an additional seven days from the day they test positive or 
symptoms begin 

o other household contacts who do not test positive are still able to 
leave isolation after the original case has completed their seven days 
isolation. 

• For the next 10 days after a household completes seven days isolation, evidence 
shows that due to their exposure to COVID-19 they are less likely to catch or 
transmit the virus. This means:  

o if someone else in the household tests positive within those 10 days, 
the whole household will not have to re-isolate, only the positive case 

o if someone else in the household tests positive and it has been more 
than 10 days since the household completed isolation, household 
contacts should re-isolate along with the new case for seven days. 

• Any person who has had COVID-19 within the last 90 days/three months will not 
need to isolate as a household contact unless they become symptomatic and 
test positive again. This is because reinfection rates for people who have had 
COVID-19 are low for the three months after they have the virus. 

Remember, Day 0 for isolation is the day symptoms began or the day the positive test was 
taken (whichever came first). You should then count your seven days from there. 
 
New Students 
A special welcome to Caty who started in Room 3 recently.  We hope you 
enjoy your time at GPS. 
 
GOTCHA Draw 



Congratulations to Eli, R7; Lottie C, R13; Violet, R12; Melody, R7; Alice, R2 and 
Damon, R1 who all won a prize in the recent Gotcha draw. 
 
PB4L Certificates 
Well done to the following students who received a PB4L Certificate at the 
zoom assembly recently: 
R1 Annie  R2 Shanae R3 Beau  R5 Bethany 
R6 Makaylah R7 James R8 Felicity R9 Alexis 
R10 Haries  R11 Jamie  R12 Lottie  R13 Maisie 
 
The following students received an Aspire to Achieve/Desire to Learn 
Certificate: 
R1 Damon R2 Jayden R3 Asher  R5 Archer 
R7 Dante R8 Nikau  R9 Liam  R10 Charlotte 
R11 Reuben R12 Nate  R13 Noah 
 
Skool Loop app Sponsors 

We would like to thank the following businesses supporting  Geraldine Primary 
school on our Skool Loop App: 

• Fresh Choice 
• Geraldine Pharmacy 
• Hobbs & Banks Ltd 
• Mackenzie Supply Services 
• Quality Tyre & Auto Services 
• Dowell’s Office Products Depot 
• Aorangi Veterinary Services 
• Mayfield Transport 
• Patterson Plumbing & Drainage 
• Geraldine Signs 
• Barkers Food store & Eatery 
• Woodley’s Transport & Contracting 
• Geraldine LJ Hooker 
• Qizzle 
• Lynn River 

 
Southfuels Fuel for Schools Programme 
Our school has been nominated by local businesses/farms that receive bulk 
fuel deliveries from Southfuels, meaning that for every 2 litres of bulk fuel 
they purchase 1 cent is donated to GPS. 
 
We would like to take the time to mention who those members of the 
community that have nominated our school for this programme: 
 

SR & LM Geary 
HJB & SJ Sheed 
K R Christie 



Michael Holmes Holdings Ltd 
Clay Downs Farming Company Limited 
G B Hammond-Pleasant Valley Road 
Talbot Paterson Family Trust 
Belrori Farm Ltd 
M J & J N Denton 
BC & TE Brown Limited 

 
Term 1 Calendar 
 
Week 11 
Monday 11 April   Home and School AGM/meeting, 7pm 
Thursday 14 April   Term 1 ends 2.45pm 
 
 
Term 2 Calendar 

Week 1 
Monday 2 May   Term 2 commences 8.50am 
Sunday 8 May   Mothers Day 
 
Week 3 
Friday 20 May   Pink Shirt Day 
 
Week 4 
Wednesday 25 May  Board of Trustees Meeting, 6pm 
 
Week 6 
Monday 6 June   Queens Birthday – school closed 
 
Week 7 
Tuesday 14 June   South Canterbury Cross Country 
Thursday 16 June   pp South Canterbury Cross Country’ 
 
Week 8 
Thursday 23 June   School Closed – Staff Development Day 
Friday 24 June   Matariki – school closed 
 
Week 9 
Wednesday 29 June  Board of Trustees Meeting, 6pm 
 
Week 10 
Friday 8 July    Term 2 ends 
 
Term Dates 2022 

School is open for instruction on the following dates in 2022: 
 



Term 1 
Wednesday 2 February - Thursday 14 April  
 

During term break: Good Friday - Fri 15 April 
Easter Monday - Mon 18 April 
Easter Tuesday - Tues 19 April 
Anzac Day - Mon 25 April 

 
Term 2     
Monday 2 May - Friday 8 July 
 

School closed: Queen’s Birthday - Monday 6 June  
   Staff Development Day - Thursday 23 June 

Matariki - Friday 24 June 
 
Term 3     
Monday 25 July - Friday 30 September 
  

School closed: South Canterbury Anniversary - Monday 26   
                                 September 

 
Term 4 
Monday 17 October - Wednesday 14 December 
  

School closed: Labour Day - Monday 24 October 
   Staff Development Day – Friday 11 November 

 
 
 
 
Home & School 
The Geraldine Primary Home and School have been a bit quiet lately due to Covid 
restrictions.  
 
We do have our big Trail Ride fundraising event coming up though and any 
help would be appreciated. 
 
We are also having our AGM soon and would love to see some new faces. Give as 
much or little time as you have to help raise funds for our school. Meetings are 
usually once a month on a Monday evening.  
 
Trail Ride: Sunday 10th April.  
A motorbike event held locally. All gate sales come to the school and it's been an 
amazing fundraiser for us in the past. The Home and School will be running a BBQ 
at the event and need some able volunteers to help.  
Please email gpshomeandschool@gmail.com if you are able to help or would like to 
know more details. 
 



Sausage Sizzle: Still on hold due to Covid restrictions. We will assess over the next 
few months. 
 
Sausage Roster: We are really hoping to get this up and running again when Covid 
restrictions are eased. It's a great service offered on a Friday lunchtime but we need 
parents and whanau to volunteer their time. If you would be willing to cook on a 
Friday lunchtime once a term we would love to hear from you so we can get cooking 
again as soon as we have the all clear.  
Please contact gpshomeandschool@gmail.com if you think you can help or to find 
out more info. 
 

 

Home and School Committee 
AGM 

We would love to see some new faces join us. The Committee meets 
once a month on a Monday at 7pm in the Staffroom. Meetings are full 

of good humour but productive.  
Our next meeting (AGM) is Monday 11th April at 7pm in the 

Staffroom. 
For more info please contact Jolie on 021 628 460, 

gpshomeandschool@gmail.com 
 
  

 

 

Before School and After School @ Kids Alive 

We are still operating under COVID Red Level with safety measures in place.   

The programmes are: 
 
Before School 7.15 am to 8.45 am 
After School 2.45 pm to 5.30pm (Geraldine Primary School children are met at school and 
walked over to the Pavilion.  Afternoon tea is provided.  Children must bring their own 
drink bottles.  Geraldine High School students walk over to the programme. 
 
Due to the current restrictions we are unable to run an open afternoon for new parents 
but we are more than happy to have a chat and meet you on site to answer any queries 
otherwise please email lorraine@kidsalive.co.nz  or ring/text 02703 8126 for more 
information or to arrange a time to meet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
We run a GymFun program in Geraldine for primary aged children.  Classes are run in the winter 
months, on a Thursday afternoon, at the Geraldine Primary School Community Hall.  Our gymnasts 
are taught core gymnastics skills and work up routines to perform at the last session.  We are 
currently taking registrations and looking for more volunteers to join our coaching team and 
committee. 

Geraldine Gymnastics is affiliated with Gym Sports South Canterbury and are happy to provide coach 
training, including a ‘have-a-go-coaching’ session. 

To register a gymnast or to enquire about volunteering please email 
geraldinegymnastics@gmail.com 





 
 
Junior hockey in Geraldine 
 
Skills, training and competition for beginners to developing players. 
One afternoon per week, beginning in term 2 at the Geraldine domain – new sports 
turf.  Loan sticks available.   
For more information, please contact Hils McCullough nofrillshils@gmail.com 
 
Or register here https://forms.gle/YLGHwwEqH6TX73UW8  
 
 



 



 
 
 

Me h en Sca ec  T ail
Sa da  A il 16 -  S nda  Ma  1

Awesome school holiday activity
Only $10 - cash only please

Info & Maps available from the 
Methven ihub


