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From the Principal… 
 
Kia ora Whānau,  
 
Ka nui te mihi ki a koutou - greetings to you all. 
 
Followers of our school Facebook page will have read the following note this 
past week about the changes to the South Canterbury Anniversary Day: 
You'll all be aware of the Queen's Memorial Day on Monday 26 September. 
Schools will be closed on this day. This has meant that the South Canterbury 
Anniversary Day has been moved to Friday 11 November for 2022. School will 
be closed on this day. This day in November, as previously signalled, was to be 
the date for our Teacher Only Day.  
 
In order to adhere to the new South Canterbury Anniversary date and also 
allow for the Teacher Only Day to occur, the Teacher Only Day has been 
moved to the following Monday - 14 November and school will be closed on 
this day. 
 
In staff news, one of our teacher aides Anna Clubb and her partner Chris 
recently announced the arrival of their daughter Eve at 6:13am on 12 
September, weighing 6lb 12oz. Congratulations to you both and welcome to 
the world Eve! 
 
With Anna being on maternity leave, I’d like to take the opportunity to extend 
a warm GPS welcome to Sheree Carter. Sheree will cover for Anna in her 
teacher aide role while she is away. It’s wonderful to have you join us, Sheree! 
 



Interschool Year 3 - 6 basketball has recently 
started and we have five teams competing in 
the South Canterbury competition each 
week. A huge thank you to coaches and 
team managers who are running the teams, 
as well as parents who are providing transport 
and supporting the teams courtside. This past 
week our Year 5 and 6 Whānau Group 
lunchtime basketball competition 
concluded. Both games were very closely 
contested and it was encouraging to see so 
many students giving it a go. Whero and Kakariki played, drawing 4-all. 
Kahurangi and Kowhai also drew in their game 5-all.  
 
We will soon begin our planning for the 2023 school year. If you have, or know 
of any children who are going to enrol at Geraldine Primary during 2023, we 
ask that this is done as soon as possible. Enrolment packs are available from 
the school office and there is a note further into this newsletter about this and 
out  of  zone  enrolments.  If  you  have  any  queries  about  enrolment  at    
GPS,  or transition to school, please do get in touch.  
 
Next Friday at 1:30pm we will be having our end of term assembly. While a 
particular syndicate won’t be hosting the assembly, parents and whānau from 
across the school are most welcome to join us. 
 
I wish all of our GPS whānau a safe and enjoyable long weekend. 
 
Haere ora, Haere pai - Go with wellness, Go with care. 
 
 
Andrew Leverton 
Principal / Tumuaki 
 
 
School Notices 
 
Enrolments for 2023 
We are accepting applications from parents / caregivers who wish to enrol 
their child in 2023. Enrolment packs are available from the school office. As well 
as in-zone places, a limited number of out of zone places will be available. An 
enrolment scheme or zone is in place and details of this can be obtained from 
the school office.  
 
The deadline for out of zone applications for 2023 is 3pm, Friday 15 October.  

 
Application forms for out of zone enrolments are available from the school 
office - phone 693 8208, or by email - office@geraldine.school.nz . 



 
Parents / caregivers of children living within our enrolment zone who intend to 
enrol their child at Geraldine Primary School during 2023, should also notify the 
school office by Friday 15 October.  
 
We invite parents to contact the office if they wish to learn more about our 
school and arrange a tour.  
 
Policy review 
Each term we review certain policies on a three - year cycle. Parents are 
invited to be part of the review process. The policies that are for review this 
term are student and staff wellbeing and safety. Instructions for how to take 
part in the review   are   found   on   our   webpage - 
https://geraldine.school.nz/school-info/36-school-policies.  The review period 
remains open until the end of term. 
 
PB4L Certificates 
Well done to the following students who received a PB4L certificate at 
assembly last week:   
 
R1 Myra  R2 Naomi R3 Holliey R5 Flynn 
R6 Blake  R7 Melody R8 Ollie W R9 Cohen 
R10 Lilia  R11 Noah  R12 Jonathan R13 Lottie 
R15 Isabelle 
 
The following children received a Desire to Learn/Aspire to Achieve 
certificate: 
R1 Logan R2 Ollie C R3 Cooper R5 Aliza 
R6 Jamie  R7 James R8 Josh  R9 Levi 
R10 Jay  R11 Archie R12 Ivy  R13 Ava 
R15 Mason  
 
Gotcha Prizes 
Congratulations to the following students who won a prize in the gotcha draw 
last week:  Levi, R13; Lilia, R10; Ollie C, R2; Sophie J, R5; William, R11; Skylah, R10. 
 
New Students 
A special welcome to Ayla and Charlotte who started in R6 recently.  We hope 
you enjoy your time at Geraldine Primary. 
 
Student Achievement Outside School 
We regularly hear about the achievements of our students in their out of school 
activities. We would like to be able to further recognise these achievements in 
our newsletters and / or on our school Facebook page. If your child or a GPS 
student you know of has done well in an out of school pursuit, please let us 
know! A written explanation of their achievement, along with a photo would 
be appreciated. Please send details to - principal@geraldine.school.nz . 



Term 3 Calendar 
 
Week 10 
Monday 26 September  Queen’s Memorial Day – school closed 
Wednesday 28 September School Board meeting, 6pm 
Friday 30 September  End of Term Assembly – 1.30pm 

Term 3 ends, 2.45pm 
Term 4 Calendar 
Week 1 
Monday 17 October  Term 4 commences 
 
Week 2 
Monday 24 October   Labour Day – school closed 
Wednesday 26 October  SC Mountain biking 
  School Board meeting, 6pm 
 
Week 3 
Tuesday 1 November – 
Friday 4 November  Year 6 Camp 
 
Week 4 
Wednesday 9 November 
Thursday 10 November  Year 5 Camp 
Friday 11 November  School closed – South Canterbury Anniversary 
 
Week 5 
Monday 14 November  School closed – Teacher Only Day 
Wednesday 16 November Athletic Sports (pp 23 November) 
 
Term Dates 2022 

School is open for instruction on the following dates in 2022: 
 
Term 4 
Monday 17 October - Wednesday 14 December 
  

School closed: Labour Day - Monday 24 October 
   South Canterbury Anniversary - Friday 11 November 

Teacher Only Day – Monday 14 November 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Community Notices 
 

 

Before School and After School Programmes 

It’s time to start planning your childcare options for term 4. If you find yourself looking for care 
before and/or afterschool, then Kids Alive is for you.   

The Before School Programme starts at 7.00 am till school starts, this is located in the school 
hall.  The After School programme runs from 2.45 pm (we meet the children at school) till 5.30 pm at 
the Pavilion. Breakfast and afternoon tea is provided to all attending.  

For more information, please visit our website www.kidsalive.co.nz or  
contact Scotty Nelson on 027 2413226. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Community Dental Service 
 
Priority for Community Dental Service appointments during the school break 
will be for immediate dental needs at the following clinics: 
  

Woolston Community Dental Clinic, 11 Hopkins Street, Christchurch 
  
Hornby Community Dental Clinic, 2 Hei Hei Road, Christchurch 
  
Timaru Community Dental Clinic, 18 Woollcombe Street, Timaru 

  
To access these appointments, call our Contact Centre on 0800 846 983 
noting that priority is given to children with immediate dental needs.  
  
For any dental advice please call the Contact Centre on 0800 846 983 or 
email commdental@cdhb.health.nz 
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HaUROd haV a QeZ bRRN!
Who eYeU heaUd of a VWUipe\ giUaffe!

Harold has alwa\s had spots.
Until Oxpecker decides to do something about

them.
Will Harold still be Harold without his spots?

 
An uplifting stor\ about learning to love the skin

\ou are in - spots and all

$20 peU book

FoU oUdeUV conWacW Mel - 
ph 0273085561 

  admin@lifeedmVc.oUg.n] 

A great
book for
all ages!!

Profits from the sale of this book go to Life
Education Trust Mid & South Canterbur\, to keep

Harolds Wheels Turning! 

Rhona Day Kindergarten 
Presents 

For tickets contact 

Rhona Day Kindergarten or Committee Members 6880850 

Proceeds will go towards new outdoor play equipment.   

$1 raffle tickets available on the day and spot prizes 

Adult $15 

Child $10 



 
 

Remembering 
Her Late Majesty  

Queen Elizabeth II 
1926 - 2022

Memorial Service for Her Late Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II 

  
MONDAY  

26 SEPTEMBER 
@ 5pm 

St Mary’s Church 77 Talbot Street 
Medals may be worn


